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Dear Families, 

Spring has finally sprung! The sunshine lasts well into the evening, and we are entering the last major chunk of 

the school year.  Last month, I shared some exciting news and details about our cross-grade interactions. These 

opportunities for students to work with other children in the school are one aspect of what makes Spruce Street unique. 

As we head into May and June, it is natural to begin thinking – and even worrying – about the end of the year. 

Transitions can be challenging for most of us. Concluding one school year can bring to mind all sorts of transitions – new 

classmates, change in teacher, new grade, possibly a new school, etc. The good news is that we have a wide range of 

experiences supporting children (and adults) with transitions. Here are some ways you can look ahead to the transitions 

in store. 
 

Transitions – Springtime Opportunities 

When we return from Spring Break, it’s May. This can seem like the end of the school year is right around the corner. 

And it is…sort of. Here is what I mean by that seeming contradiction. 

 

The final stretch of May and June is certainly close enough to the summer to feel like the end of the year. In many ways, 

May and June will hold opportunities to reflect, summarize, and encapsulate the year that has passed. The good news is 

that May and June also hold a nice stretch of time to continue to make gains. These upcoming weeks allow adults and 

children to work together with a comfort level that simply isn’t seen in the beginning of the year. 

 

At Spruce Street, we support children and families with transitions in the following way: 

 

~ Teachers will begin reflecting on the year with children. Looking back at successes and challenges overcome can help 

anticipate the upcoming transition. 

 

~ On May 12th, we will hold a Parent Night. This night will consist of various components to help support with 

transitions.  

- Cluster teachers are available to meet with any and all families. Art/music/science/PE can often be constants 

in a child’s life at Spruce. Checking in with these teachers can help support during a time of upcoming 

transition. 

- We have several workshops scheduled, including session on social media use in children and parenting skills. 

While there is a speaker with a designated agenda/area of expertise, all families are encouraged to attend. 

http://www.sprucestreetnyc.org/


- Teachers will be inviting several families to engage in lengthier conferences to discuss those students they 

anticipate needing additional support with transitioning to the next grade. These conversations are 

designed to support children by bringing families and teachers together. We’ll reach out with more specifics 

to those families involved.  

- All families are reminded that teachers are available to talk Tuesday afternoons (and other times) to discuss 

additional transition concerns. 

 

Summer and Fall – Transitions to come 

Still feeling stressed about an upcoming transition? Here are some additional ways we will support children and adults 

with the switch to 2016-17 school year. 

 

~ We will begin reorganizing our classes in June. Class organization is something we give a lot of thought too….A LOT. 
We use all our knowledge about your children to carefully construct balanced, diverse classes. Teachers carefully 

document each child’s strengths, areas of growth, social habits to pass onto the next grade’s teachers. These 

conversations and artifacts help support the transition. Over the summer, as I finalize hiring, I attach teachers to classes 

of children. It is our shared goal to match children with a classroom full of symbiotic classmates and an amazing teacher.  

 

~ Heading into summer, consider ways to keep your child engaged in learning. Yael will soon share resources from the 

New York Public Library. We will also share other resources to bridge the impending transition from June to September. 

 

I sometimes look to quotes to help encapsulate what I am thinking. Here is one my favorites I came across this month. 

 

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance you must keep moving.” 

Albert Einstein 

 

Of course transitions can be unsettling for some. We know, however, that thoughtful planning and collaboration can 

help ensure a successful transition for all. Thank you, as always, for allowing me to lead our amazing school. Spruce 

Street rocks! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 


