Dear MS Students and Families,
Thank you for an amazing school year!
Summer is a time of fun, exploration, and growth for middle school students; it is also the
perfect time to READ! To read for pleasure can be one of the most rewarding activities in
life. Now that the school year is coming to an end, we encourage you to continue to enjoy
worthwhile books over the summer.
Attached you will find a recommended reading list from our MS team. All middle school
students are required to read at LEAST 2 books this summer, either from the list below or
a book of their choice (on grade level). Students will then be required to complete at
LEAST 1 book project from the list below. The book project must be typed and printed
before you return to school in September.
Please bring the book project with you on the FIRST day of school and submit it to your
Humanities or Literature Teacher.
Have a wonderful summer and see you in September!

From,
MS Team

Book Project Requirements:
For each book project, include: Your full name, title of the book, author, number of pages,
genre, main characters, setting, a 8-10 sentence objective summary, and a THEME
statement.
Your assignments must be typed and printed. Make sure it is double spaced and use 12
point font. Proofread your work before printing. This is good practice for middle school,
when you will be required to type many assignments. If you need to practice your typing
skills, please visit these sites: http://www.typingweb.com/ or http://typingclub.com/.

Book Project Options:
1. Write a 2 page question and answer interview between you and the main character in
the story.
2. Write a 1-2 page letter to the author on your thoughts about the book. Avoid plot
summary.
3. Pretend that you are one of the characters in the book you read. Write a journal or diary
with 5 entries (paragraphs) of the character’s feelings and thoughts throughout the course
of the book.
4. Become one of the minor characters in your story and write 2 pages on what you
like/dislike about the main character.
5. Imagine that you are the author of the book you have just read. Suddenly the book
becomes a bestseller. Write a 1-2 page letter to a movie producer trying to get that person
interested in making your book into a movie. Explain why the story, characters, conflicts,
etc., would make a good film. Suggest a filming location and the actors to play the various
roles. (Note: You may only use books which have NOT already been made into movies)
6. Write a feature article (with a headline) that tells the story of the book as it might be
found on the front page of a newspaper in the town where the story takes place.
7. Write the first 3 paragraphs for a sequel. Then outline what would happen in the rest of
the book.

**Recently Reviewed and Recommended**
Below is a list of books recommended by Spruce Street MS students and teachers!
The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
The Lost Hero (The Heroes of Olympus, #1) by Rick Riordan
The Maze Runner by James Dashner
The Misfits by James Howe
The Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline B. Cooney
Greenglass House by Kate Milford
Tangerine by Edward Bloor
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon
Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper
Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard
Cinder by Marissa Meyer
Becoming Naomi León by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Shakespeare’s Secret by Elise Broach
Me and Marvin Gardens by Amy Sarig King
The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez
No More Magic by Avi
Project Mulberry by Linda Sue Park
Heat by Mike Lupica
Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez
Eragon by Christopher Paolini
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand
Front Lines by Michael Grant
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
Wringer by Jerry Spinelli
George by Alex Gino
The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall
The Key to Extraordinary by Natalie Lloyd
The Wild Robot by Peter Brown
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
The Misfits by James Howe
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Life As We Knew it by Susan Beth Pfeffer
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
Then I Met My Sister by Christine Hurley Desire
Tall Story by Candy Gourlay
The Accidental Genius of Weseal High by Rick Detorie
Schooled by Gordon Korman
Cosmic by Frank Cotterell Boyce
Dark Life by Kat Falls

